ORDINANCE NGO, 2-2000
TOWNSHIP OF SCHUYLKILL

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCHUYLKILL OF GENERAL
NUISANCE AND KEEPING OF BARKING DOGS AND HOWLING CATS AND
PROHIBITING THE DEFECATION BY ANIMALS UPON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY AND DESIGNATING SUCH DEFECATION AS BEING A
NUISANCE, PROHIBITING NOISE DISTURBANCE OF ANIMALS AND
DESIGNATING SUCH NOISE DISTURBANCE AS A NUISANCE, IMPOSING A
DUTY UPON OWNERS OF ANIMALS TO DISPOSE OF ANIMAL FECES,
EXEMPTING DOGS ACCOMPANYING BLIND OR HANDICAPPED PERSONS,
AND FIXING A FINE FOR VIOLATION HEREOF

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Township Supervisors of Schuylkill,
Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania as follows:

A. Harboring: It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to keep or harbor any dog
which habitually barks, howls or yelps or any cat which habitually cries or howls to the
great discomfort of the peace and quiet of the neighborhood, or in such manner as to
materially disturb or annoy persons il the neighborhood who are of ordinary
sensilibilities. Such dogs and cats are hereby declargd to be a public nuisance.

B. Petitions Complaining of Barking Dogs and/or Crylng Cats:

1. Whenever any person shall complain to the police department that a dog which
habitually barks, howls or yelps or any cat which habitually cries or howls is
being kept by any person in the Township, the police department shall notify the
owner of said dog or cat that a complaint has been received and that the person
should take whatever steps necessary to aleviate the howling, yelping or crying.

2. If the warning given to the person alleged to be keeping a dog or cal as set forth
in (1) above is ineffective, then a verified complaint of at least two (2} citizens not
from the same family be presented to the police department, alleging that a
vicious dog or a dog which habitually barks, howls or yelps, or a cat which
habitually cries or howls is being kept by any person within the Township. The
police department shall inform the owner of such dog or cat that said petition has
been received and shall cite the owner of the dog or cat for the violation alleged In
said petition.

C. Dogs Running at Large: It shall be unlawful for any person owning or possessing
any dog to permit the same to run at large. For the purposes of the paragraph, “running at
large” shall be defined to be the presence of a dog et any place except upon the premises
of the owner, or upon the premises of another with the consent of the owner of such
premises. A dog shall not be considered to be running at targe if it is on a leash.



D. Viclous Animals

1. Keeping of Vicious Animals

a. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or permil to be kepl on his
premises any vicious animal as a pet or for display or for exhibition
purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee.

b. It shall be unlawful for any person (o harbor or keep a vicious animal
within the Township. Any animal which is found off the premises of its
owner may be seized by any police officer or humane officer; provided
however, that this section shal! not apply to animais under the control of a
law enforcement or military agency, nor to animals which are kept for the
prolection of property, provided that such animals are restricled by a leash
or chain, cage, fence or olher adequate means, from conlact with (he
general public or with persons who enter the premises with the actual or
implied permission of the owner ot occupant,

¢. “Vicious animal” shall mean any animnal which has previously altacke
or bitlen any person or which has behaved in such a manner that a person
who harbors said animal knows or should reasonably know that the animal
is possessed of lendencies fo altack or bite persons.

L. Defecation by Animals: No petson, having possession, custody or control of aty
animals, shall knowingly or hegligently permit any dog or other animal to commil ony
nuisance upon any gutter, street, driveway, curb or sidewalk in (he Township, or upon
the floors or stairways or any building or place frequented by the public or used in
common -by the tenants, or upon the outside walls, walkways, driveways, curbs or
slairways of any building abulting on a public street or patk, or upon the grounds of any
public park or public area, or upon any privale properly other than the property of the
owner of such animal. Any person having possession, cuslody or conlrol of any dog or
other animal which commits a hujsance jn any area olher than e private property of the
owner of such dog or olher animal, shall be required lo immediately remove the said
Jeces from such surface and carty (he feces in a non-leaking container,

F. Exclusions: Provisions of (his ordinance relating dogs which habitually bark, how! or
yelp shall not apply to a “seeing eye dog” which is used lo assist a petson who is

identified as “legally blind”.

G. Penalty: Any person who shall violate any provision of this ordinance shsll, upon
conhviction thereof, be sentenced (o pay a fine not less than thirly-five dollars ($35.00) hor
more than one thousand doflars ($1,000.00), and iti default of payment, lo undergo
imprisonment for a term not to exceed thirty (30) days. Each day that a violation of this
ordinance continues shall constitute a separate offense,



1. Repesler: All ordinances of parts of ordinances which are inconsistent herewith aye
hereby repealed. The following ordinances or parts thereof are specifically repealed:

1. Severability: |f any sentence, clause, seclion, or part of this ordinance js for any
reason (ound to be unconstitutional, illegal or Invalid, such unconstitetionality, illegality

of tnvalidity shall not affect or impair any of (he rewnaining provigions, setilences, clauses,

scctions or paris of this ordinance. I(is hereby declured as the intent of the Township of
Schuylkill that this ordinance would have been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegol
or invalid senlence, clause, section or part thereof not been included herein.

J. Effeclive dale: This ordinance shall becomne effective upon its finat adoplion by the
Township Supervisors of Schuyikill,

ENACTED AND ORDAINED this <5.&- day of . 2000

BOARD OF'SUPERVISORS OF THE
TOWNSHIP oF SCHUYLKILL

RANK THOMPSON, Chairmess

Tt
UREEN VANEK, Vice-Chairman

JOSEFH BORAN, Supervisor

ATTEST:

T



CERTIFICATE

Supervisors of the Towﬁship at a meeting duly held on f “‘/ pL v . that
said Ordinance has been duly recorded in the Ordinance Book of the Township;
that said Ordinance was duly published as required by law; and thal said
Ordinance remains in effect, unallered and unamended, as of the dale of this
Certificate.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | set my hand and affix the official seal of the

Township, this<SZ€day of (_ £., . 2000,




